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valley of the Lahn to cross the Rhine Massif on its way to Hanover
or ilagdeburg by Cassel. The latter line also connects with one
from Mainz which strikes up the valley of the Kinzig and down
that of the Fulda to arrive at Gotha, whence it runs by Erfurt and
Halle to Berlin. From Mainz, too, the Xahe opens up a route to
the Saar coalfield and to Metz. At Strasbourg the Orient Express
route, which has crossed the Vosges from Nancy by the Gap of
Saverne, joins the railway on the right bank of the Rhine, and
passes north along it as far as Karlsruhe, where it branches off,
turns the flank of the Black Forest, and goes by Stuttgart to Uhn
on the Danube. From Ulm the main route is continued across the
Alpine Foreland by Augsburg and Munich to Linz, where it rejoins
the Danube, while another line of less importance does not depart
from the valley of that river. These railways in the south of Ger-
many are connected with those in the north by several routes. The
line from Berlin to Halle connects with one to Leipzig, which then
nuns southwards between the Fichtelgebirge and the Erzgebirge,
and between the Franconian Jura and the Bavarian Forest, to
Regensburf, whence it continues across the Alpine Foreland by
Munich to the Brenner Pass. Another line runs from Frankfurt
across the Spessart and along the Main to Wilrzburg, where one
branch goes by Niirnberg and over the Franconian Jura to join
the line from Berlin to Regensburg; arid the other, following for
part of the way the valley of the Altmiihl, runs in a south-easterly
direction to Ingolstadt, and then southwards to Munich. Two im-
portant railway routes, lead from the German capital towards the
south-east of Europe; one goes south to Dresden and then follows
the course of the Elbe and the Moldau on its way to Vienna, and
the other goes by Breslau along the outer slope of the Sudetes to
Krakow in Poland. In the east and north-east of Germany rail-
ways are much less numerous than in the west. Two lines, which
unite at Insterburg in East Prussia, leave Berlin for the old Russian
capital, the one going by Konigsberg, the other by Poznafi and
Them. A railway from Schneidemiihl, on the first of these, to
Thorn gives Berlin an alternate route to that town, which is in
Bilked comratmication with Warsaw, In addition to Konigsberg,
the ports an the Baltic, Danzig, Stettin, Stralsund, and Liibeck, are
all connected by rail with Berlin.
The inland waterways of Germany have also pkyed an importstat